[image: image1.jpg]C%glltlon for Quallt?/ Care

Working Tog»mer bl Quality Long-Term Care




July 21, 2010
Senator Russ Feingold 

506 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC  20510-4904

Fax (202) 224-2725

Re. Improving the Quality of Care in Nursing Homes Act 

 Dear Senator Feingold:

I am writing on behalf of the Coalition for Quality Care (CQC), a national nonprofit organization of long term care citizen advocacy groups.  CQC members come together to improve the quality of care and quality of life for people in need of long term care.    

We are writing to you to express our deep concerns with respect to the above referenced legislation that you have proposed.

As you know, OBRA 87 (the Nursing Home Reform Act), and the regulations it engendered established very specific standards for residents in long term care, laid out specific rights of those residents, and called for a survey system designed and intended to insure that those standards are met and those rights protected for our most vulnerable and frail citizens, and that the public funds used for that care be used properly for the purposes intended.

We believe that if the evaluations made prior to OBRA 87, and the regulations which evolved from OBRA 87, were fully implemented and enforced, nursing home residents would be adequately cared for and well protected, and taxpayer money used for this purpose would be well spent! 
Sadly, the intended system has never been fully implemented or adequately enforced, resulting in a substantial vacuum in oversight of the quality of life and quality of care for residents.

As you know, there have recently been a number of studies from the GAO that have pointed to the need for better enforcement of the existing regulations, and accountability on the part of providers -- NOT to the development of new standards and regulations, or a new fundamental review.

We strongly urge you to focus your efforts on improving the quality of care and quality of life for long term care residents through vigorous enforcement of existing regulations, rather than industry-driven initiatives like this one to conduct yet another assessment. 
As regards a meaningful assessment of oversight, we urge you to review the report, “Government Monitoring and Oversight of Nursing Home Care,” prepared and sent to you recently by our member organization, the Long Term Care Community Coalition.  It presents an assessment of the state and federal agencies charged with enforcement of minimum safety, health and quality of life standards in our nursing homes and includes recommendations for improvement.

Sincerely,

Clare Whitbeck
Member, Steering Committee

Coalition for Quality Care, Inc.
CQC Member Organizations:  Alabama Advocates for Quality Care, Arkansas Advocates for Nursing Home Residents, California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform, Voices for Quality Care (District of Columbia and Maryland), Advocates Committed to Improving Our Nursing Homes (Florida) , United Senior Action (Indiana), Kentuckians for Nursing Home Reform, Cape United Elders of Community Action Committee (Massachusetts), Eldercare Rights Alliance (Minnesota), Coalition of Institutionalized Aged and Disabled (New York), Long Term Care Community Coalition (New York), FRIA, The Voice & Resource for Quality Long Term Care (New York), Texas Advocates for Nursing Home Residents, TLC4LTCC (Virginia). 
